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Advanced Study Questions and Don's selection of answers for Selected Lectures on the Gosho Vol 1 Subject: " The True Entity of Life"

 Gosho Q1. In "The True Entity of Life " Nichiren Daishonin combines what two view points, from which two important writings, to explain the Gohonzon? (P17).  

This Gosho contains the main points expounded in the Opening of the Eyes (nin-honzon - Explaining the Gosho in Terms of the Person) and The True Object of Worship (ho- honzon- Explaining the Gosho in terms of the Law).  

Q2. With respect to the "true entity of all phenomena, " what is the difference between the Lotus Sutra and other sutras? (Pp. 19- 20).  

The Lotus Sutra sees beyond the superficial differences (in phenomena) and discovers the Mystic Law equally permeating all (phenomena). Unlike the Lotus Sutra, all the other Sutras deal solely with the phenomena themselves and point out only differences among them. The Lotus Sutra sees beyond the superficial differences and discovers the Mystic Law equally permeating the depths of all. This is what sets the "perfect and all-embracing Lotus Sutra" above the "provisional teaching of discrimination. "  The principal of equality meant by "the true entity of all phenomena" is an expression of the Buddha’s great and impartial wisdom, which recognizes the potential for Buddhahood in all people alike. 

 Q3. The Daishonin states: "Where there is an environment, there is life within it. Miao-lo states, 'Both life (shoho) and its environment (eho) always manifest Myoho-renge- kyo. " What makes the Lotus Sutra's view of life and environment superior to other teachings? (Pp. 22-23)

All the pre-Lotus Sutra teachings expounded the Ten Worlds as ten different places. As you may already know, the world of Hell Gigoku) was said to be one thousand jyjun underground; the world of Hunger (gaku) five hundred jyjun underground; the world of Animality (chikusho) in the water, on land and in the sky; the world of Anger (shura) on the coast and in the depths of the sea; the world of Humanity or Tranquility (nin) on the earth; and the world of Heaven or Rapture (ten) in a palace from the middle of Mount Sumeru upward. The four noble worlds were explained similarly: the world of two vehicles (Learning and Realization) was one of transience (hoben-do); the world of Bodhisattva  (sosatsu) was one of actual rewards Gippo-do); and the world of Buddhahood (botsu) was the Buddha land Gakko-do). Since these environments were thought to exist in different places, it naturally followed that the people dwelling in them were also different. The truth is, however, that the people (shoho) and their environments (eho) are inseparable. This is the way life exists. The Lotus Sutra, the true philosophy of life, was the first to state that an environment can only be explained in relationship with the living things in it.  Miao-Io of China states in his Hokke Mongu Ki that all of the ten states of environment and life manifest Myoho-renge-kyo. He explains that the essence of environment and that of life are in perfect oneness. An environment is the entity of Myoho-renge-kyo and life is also. Both are aspects of the Law of Myoho-renge-kyo, for the original Law, Myoho-renge-kyo, manifests itself simultaneously as living things and their environments. They are united on the level of life. Thus we can see the powerful principle in Buddhism that a revolution within life (shoho) always leads to one in the environment (eho). 

Q4. What is signified by "the Buddha had not entrusted them with this mission? " Who did the Buddha entrust and why? Ll (P. 31) 

 The Buddha did not direct them (T'ien-t'ai, Miao-lo and Dengyo) to carry out the mission. During the ceremony of the Lotus Sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha singled out his original disciples, the Bodhisattvas of the Earth, for the mission of propagating the sutra's most important teaching.  T'ien-t'ai, Miao-lo and Dengyo are Buddhas of the theoretical teaching. The Bodhisattvas of the Earth on the other hand, are original disciples of the Buddha who are totally of one mind with the Buddha and share his enlightenment. Only those who l: have attained the same level of enlightenment as the Buddha and are in everyway equal to the Buddha can teach and propagate the Mystic Law.  

Q5. When is the right time to spread the Mystic Law and who understands it? (P31) 

The fifth half-millennium after the death of Shakyamuni -the first five hundred years of the Latter Day of the Law. The Bodhisattvas of the Earth understand it for they are totally of one mind with the Buddha and share his enlightenment.  

Q6. As for where the Bodhisattvas of the Earth live, the Lotus Sutra identifies it as "the space below the earth. " How do T'ien-t'ai and Nichiren Daishonin respectively describe the dwelling place of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth? (Pp. 32-33) 

T'ien-t'ai describes it as "the ultimate depth of life, that being the absolute reality. " Nichiren Daishonin defined it simply as "Nam-myoho-renge-kyo". It is Bodhisattvas of the Earth who realize Nam-myoho-renge-kyo as their very life and take on the propagation of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo as their life's work.  

Q7. What is the difference in purpose between transient bodhisattvas and the Bodhisattvas of the Earth? (Pp. 32-33) 

Transient bodhisattvas or Bodhisattvas of the Theoretical Teaching work to benefit the people through their various capacities. Those today who serve others and contribute to society. with all the talents at their command and a truly benevolent heart are considered to correspond to these bodhisattvas.  However, Bodhisattvas of the Earth are the only ones in the world who devote their lives to the people by propagating the supreme law, Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. 

 Q8. What is the significance of the statement, "No one but Jogyo. . . can appear during the first five hundred years to spread the Law of Myoho-renge-kyo? (Pp. 34-35)

"No one but Jogyo. . . can appear during the first five hundred years to spread the Law of Myoho Renge-kyo" is saying that the Daishonin first propagated the daimoku True Buddhism. ...There can be no question that the purpose of Nichiren Daishonin’s advent was to inscribe the Dai-Gohonzon.
Q9. How are " entity " and "function " portrayed on the Gohonzon and what does that mean to our practice? (P36) 

Written in the center of the Gohonzon is "Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, Nichiren" (entity). , while Shakyamuni and Taho Buddhas are inscribed on the left and right sides. In other words, the two Buddhas are situated in positions to express the intrinsic functions of the Mystic Law. Not only Shakyamuni and Taho but all other Buddhas in the universe as well are functions of the Mystic Law. By embracing the Gohonzon we too can stir these Buddhas and bodhisattvas at our command. What a great ocean of life we can discover!  When we really develop our powers of faith and practice, the life of the Daishonin wells up from our depths, just as stated in Nichikan Shonin's annotation to the Totaigi Sho. (The Entity of the Mystic Law)  " As the result of embracing and believing in the Mystic Law we can manifest ourselves as Nichiren Daishonin.” 

 Q10. What is the difference between the two categories of "true " and ': provisional " as applied to human life, and what comparison does T'ien-t'ai use to illustrate their relationship? (Pp. 36-38) 

The difference between true and provisional is that the former means the actual self of our life, while the latter is the temporal reflection of image of that self To explain in easier language, T'ien-t'ai compares the relationship between "true" and "provisional" to that between the moon in the sky and its reflection on the surface of a pond. The moon shining in the nocturnal sky is "true" and its reflection on the surface of a pond,  "provisional".  

Q 11. Summarize the meaning of the " Tathagata's Secret " both in terms of Shakyamuni's Sutra as T'ien-tai defines it and from the perspective of Nichiren Daishonin's Buddhism. (Pp. 38-39) 

Nichiren Daishonin defines Tathagata's Secret as the entity of the three properties of life, or the true Buddha. On the deepest level (Nichiren Daishonin' s Buddhism), "the Tathagata" in the sutra is the Buddha of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, and the word "secret" is not just something that the Buddha keeps to himself Here, as in the On the Three Great Secret Laws, it indicates the Dai-Gohonzon which is hidden in the depths of the Juryo chapter. 
 Q 12. The Daishonin states, "No matter what, maintain your faith as a votary of the Lotus Sutra, and forever exert yourself as Nichiren 's disciple " Why is this statement the key to attaining Buddhahood and the spirit of the SGI? (58-61)

“Maintain your faith as a votary of the Lotus Sutra” speaks of the practice of faith according to the Law, and “forever exert yourself as Nichiren’s disciple” speaks of faith in terms of the Person.....For us to embrace the Gohonzon throughout our life is to “maintain your faith as a votary of the Lotus Sutra.”..Our practice must always be underlined by the fundamental awareness that we are “Nichiren’s disciples.”...(Page 60) Therefore, to “forever exert yourself as Nichiren’s disciple” means to share the same destiny as the Soka Gakkai.  Even if we embrace the Gohonzon, we won’t be able to achieve anything without a fundamental awareness of being “Nichiren’s Disciples.”

”

Q13 How do we become of the same mind as Nichiren? (Pp. 62-67) 

It is possible only when you maintain your faith as a votary of the Lotus Sutra and forever exert yourself as Nichiren’s disciples, " that is, when you practice his teaching with your thoughts, words and deeds. 

Q14. In addition to chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, what else identifies one as a Bodhisattva of the Earth? (Pp. 62-67) 

Those who concentrate on the mission for kosen-rufu and take responsibility for it just as did the Daishonin -in other words, those who "are of the same mind as Nichiren -are Undoubtedly - Bodhisattvas of the Earth. And if we are Bodhisattvas of the Earth, there is not the slightest doubt that we have been "disciples of the Buddha from the remotest past. " 

Q15. The Daishonin states, "There should be no discrimination among those who propagate the five characters of Myoho-renge-kyo in the Latter Day of the Law, be they men or women” What is the significance of the statement in regards to the SGI efforts for kosen-rufu? (Pp. 8-67) 

Nichiren Daishonin declares that those who propagate the Mystic Law are Bodhisattvas of the Earth, be they men or women. Denying that any difference existed between men and women as far as their religious mission and capability were concerned, Nichiren Daishonin advocated genuine equality between the sexes. I want all of you to know that Nichiren Daishonin' s Buddhism endorses the dignity of all human beings with this great democratic principle.  

Q16 Why does this statement signify "emerging from the earth? "(Pp. 67-70) 

To stand up alone to fight for kosen- rufu in your own place and circumstances is to "emerge from the earth".  

Q 17. What is the significance of the statement " Only I, Nichiren, first chanted Nam-myoho-renge-kyo "? (P 68) 

The first person who stands alone is important for he is the source of growth from then on.  

Q18. What part of "The True Entity of Life" is so important that President Ikeda encourages us to memorize it? Also explain the significance of this passage in terms of our practice. (Pp. 87-89) 

Exert yourself in the two ways of practice and study. Without practice and study there can be no Buddhism. You must not only persevere yourself; you must also teach others.  Both practice and study arise from faith. Teach others to the best of your ability, even if only a single sentence or phrase. Nam-myoho-renge kyo, Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.  With My deep respect Nichiren The Soka Gakkai is carrying out a global movement to propagate Buddhism. Its members remain in close contact with each other and concentrate upon developing the faith of others as well as their won. Remember that the true stream of Buddhism only lives and breathes in the association and mutual encouragement of us believers.  "You must not only persevere yourself; you must also teach others" This is the principle of jig yo and keta: to practice Buddhism for ourselves and also teach it to other people.  We must become happy ourselves, and at the same time make others happy.”Both practice and study arise from faith" Faith is the basis of both practice and study, and faith is always manifested as practice and study. These three- faith, practice and study-become the most important objective of the Soka Gakkai.  "Teach others to the best of your ability, even if only a single sentence or phrase. " This tells us to do shakubuku to the full extent of our capabilities and to the degree that our circumstances allow, even if we can only teach others a single sentence or phrase of Buddhism 

Q19. Nichiren Daishonin states, " Without practice and study, there can be no Buddhism " In light of this passage, where does Buddhism exist and manifest itself? (Pp. 87-89) 

Buddhism exists and manifests itself only in the life of each person who studies the Gosho and practices his faith strictly according to the Daishonin' s teachings. 
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